
43Study Questions and Exercises

3.	 What are the differences between political theories and political ideologies?

4.	 As a potential consumer viewing the commercials for different political ideologies, 
what questions would you want answered before you would buy each product?

5.	 What is it that makes politics a difficult concept to define?

6.	 How is the study of politics different from the study of natural sciences (e.g., biology 
and chemistry)?

7.	 Think of your own example to illustrate how a novel that you’ve read or a television 
show, movie, or film that you’ve seen demonstrates the difference between idealism 
and realism.

8.	 Send all of your money to the author of this text.

www.political-theory.org. The Foundations of Political Theory is an organized 
section of the American Political Science Association that aims to promote the 
links between political theory and the discipline of political science.

http://plato.stanford.edu/contents.html. The Stanford Encyclopedia of 
Philosophy lists encyclopedic entries on relevant authors, concepts, and terms.

www.gutenberg.org. Project Gutenberg provides free electronic versions of 
many classic works, including several of the older texts mentioned in this 
chapter.

www.etalkinghead.com. Etalkinghead, an online magazine, features in its 
Political Blog Directory a listing of political blogs covering an array of ideolo-
gies. Exploring these blogs is a great way to discover your own Field of Dreams.

www.cagle.com/politicalcartoons. Daryl Cagle’s Political Cartoonists Index 
is an up-to-date collection of editorial cartoons, which can be powerful tools 
for promoting ideologies and critiquing other ideologies.

www.theonion.com. The Onion provides a weekly satirical look at the major 
news of the day.
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